Fertilisers Bill.

and no other advantage at all of a con-
crete nature we could possibly point to,
then there would arise in this State a
strong demand for sepavation. Whilst
he sincerely held this strong anticipation
he objected to recording a vole in favour
of a preamble which repeated what was
a portion of the Federal Constitution Act,
that this union was indissoluble; and
fully believing that the result of Federa-
tion in a few years would be such
that it would be impussible for this
State to continue in the Federation,
he wished to relieve himself from
being accused of repudiation; so he
desired to take the opportunity of stating
that he objected to this preamble, and
objected to the Bill as far as Clause 4
was concerned. He objected entirely to
the preamble, and it was his intention to
vote against it. He took this objection
honestly, and those members who had
voted as they did to-night would pro-
probably be called * infernal fools,” three
or four years hence.

Anmendment negatived, and the pre-
amble passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on motion by the MINISTER FoR
Works, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1'30 am.
(Thursday), until the afternoon.
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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PrEmier: Annual Report of
Medical Department.
Ordered, to lie on the table.

QUESTION—RAILWAY WATER
SUPFLY, GERALDTON.

Me. STONE asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Why & large condensing
plant has been imported to Geraldton by
the Railway Department. 2, By whom
it was recommended. 3, What will be
the cost of same when erected. 4, What
was the cost of supplying water to engines
at Geraldton for the last twelve months.
5, What is the estimated cost for twelve
months by condensing. 6, Whether the
Government have taken any steps to
conserve water by dams near Geraldton.
7, Whether there has been any adverse
report against securing water by dams,
and if so, by whom. 8, Whether the
Government recognise that by erecting a
condenser at Geraldton, where there is a
20-inch rainfall, they create a bad impres-
gion among directors of financial ingtitn-
tions and intending settlers as to the
value of the district.

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, In order that traffic may be
mora economically worked by the use of
suitable water for locomotives. z, The
responsible officers of the Railway Depart-
ment. 3, Eetimated cost, £7400. 4,
£4,360. 5, £1,500. 6, No; as no suit-
able site has yet been found in spite of
geveral examinations of the surrounding
country, the results of which proved the
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existence of salt in the water to an
unworkable point. 7, Answered by No.
6. 8, This 18 not considered to be the
case, a8 it is recogmnised all over the
world that pure water is essential to
economical working of locomaotives.

QUESTION—STCCK ROUTES, HOW
MAINTAINED.

Mg. JACOBY, for Mr. Pigott, asked the
Minister: 1, How many men have been
employed by the Governient on improve-
ments to Fitzroy-DeGrey stock routes
since June, 1902, 2, What length of
time bave they been so employed. 3,
What amount of money the Government
has spent on improvements to the said
stock route since Juoe, 1902—(a.) In
wages. (b.) Ip supervision. (e.) In
material and transport.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Sisteen men and one native
assistant. 2z, The average has been four
men and one native assistant for I3
months. 3, (.} £1,013 1ls. 8d.; (b.)
£8 2s. 6d.; (c.) £1,231 18s. 8d.

QUESTION-—-STOCE DEPARTMENT,
PAPERS MISSING.

Mr. WALLACE asked the Minister

for Lands: Whether he will procure from
Forrest, Emanuel, & Co., and place on
the table of the House, folios 35 and 36,
dealing with the inquiry into the dispute
between the said firm and the Stock
Department, and removed from jacket
marked E, Lands and Surveys W45, and
loaned to Forrest, Emaneel, & Co.
" Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: The folios were returned to the
Stock Department by Mesars. Forrest,
Emanuel, & Co., and were held in that
department pending the return thereto
of the file to which they belong. The
papers are now in file on table.

QUESTION--MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS
AMENDMENT.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier:
1, Whether it ia proposed to introduce,
during the present session, a Bill to
amend the Municipal Institutions Act,
and allow municipalities to base their
rates on the unimproved values of land.
2, If so, whether the measure will be
brought forward sufficiently early to
allow the new system of valuing to be
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adopted, if approved by Parliament, in
time for application next municipal
year.

Tue PREMIER replied: 1, The
Government promised a recent deputa-
tion that when the resolutions of the
recent Municipal Conference were placed
before the Government, the guestion of
introducing an amending Municipal Bill
would be considered. This will be carried
out. 2, The matter will be decided as
soon as possible, and a Bill introduced
should such a course be decided upon.

QUESTION—OLD AGE PENSIONS,

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier:
‘Whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment during this session to introduce
a meagure providing for the payment of
old age pensions, in accordance with the
request of this House as expressed by
resolution during last session. If not,
why hot.

Tae PREMIER repiied: No. The
question is one uwpon which the electors
should be afforded an opportunity of
expressing an opinion.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN WATER
WOREKS AND DRAINAGE.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Minister
for Works : 1, When it is anticipated that
the Bill to deal with Metropolitan Water-
works and Drainage will be introduced.
‘Whether that measure will provide for the
supply of water to suburban munici-
palities at the same price as to the Perth
City Council.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Full information and reports
will be laid upon the table next week, and
the necessary legislation will be submitted
as early as possible thereafter this session.
2, Details, such as the price to be charged
for supply of water, will be left fo the
discretion of the new Board that such
legislation will seek to constitute.

QUESTION—RESIDENT MAGISTRATES
AND MEDICAL OFFICERS,

Mg. YELVERTON asked the Premier :
1, Whether the dual position of Resident
Magistrate and Medical Officer has yet
been dealt with elsewhere than at Bus-
gelton. 2, If so, where.

Tee PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
At Wyndham, Derby, Ashburton, Katan-
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ning, Murray, Northampton, Williams,
Esperance, and Swan,

MINING BILL.
AFTER COUNT-OTUT.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES, in
moving that the Order of the Day for
the resumption of the adjourned dehate
on the second reading of the Mining Bill
be restored to the Notice Paper, said: In
regard to the matter which oecurred the
other night by which this Bill disappeared
from the Notice Paper, he explained
that he did not think there was the very
slightest intention on the part of any
member to show disrespect to the member
for Mount Magnet (3r. Wallace), who
was spenking when the count-out ogenrred.
The incident was peculiar, It was near
to 11 o’clock, and several members on the
other (Opposition) side of the House,
_mining members, had promisued to speak
with regard to the Bill, but informed the
Government they were not prepared to
go on that evening, and asked that the
debate be adjourned. That promise was
given, und a large number of members
residing away from Perth, thinking they
might catch the guarter to 11 o’clock
train, left the House about 20 minutes to
11, whereby the member then speaking
was interfered with in his remarks. This
atrangement was made by both sides of
the House, and it wuas not anticipated
there would be any trouble. He (the
Minister) thought that as long as mining
members were present-—and there was a
fair proportion of mining members pre-
sent on that occasion—it was all that
would be desired by any member speaking
to the Bill. It had been said by some
wembers that we should urge the agrieul-
tural members to be present and watch
the interests of this Bill ; but he thought
that until we got to the Committee stage,
and had to contest clauses of the Bill, it
was not essential that such close attention
should be given to the measure by mem-
bers generally. He considered that the
action taken the other night was abso-
lutely unfair, and more, that it was
improper, seeing the arrangement which
had been made; and he believed that the
feeling he had with regard to this subject
wag shared by nearly every member of
the Chamber. He hoped that such a
thing would not occur again in the
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House, because it certainly did not
redound to the credit of Parliament to
have the news go forth to the world that
a most important Bill before the House
had been counted out during the debate
on the second reading.

Mr. F. WALLACE: It had been
stated by the Minister, or rather con-
veyed to this House, that what occurred
was only looked upon as an insulf to
him (Mr. Wallace) who bappened to
have been speaking at the time. He
admitted that to a great extent he took
this view of it himself. His strong
reason for taking the step he had in
changing his seat {0 a ¢crogs-bench was to
protest not only against the action of the
Ministry or individual wmembers of Par-
linment, but against the untter lack of
sympathy or attention in regard to
wining matters by members other than
those representing goldfields. In this
Bill there were matters which largely
concerned agricultural members, because
a portion of it dealt with mining on
private property ; and if members belong-
ing to the agricultural party would only
peruse the Bill, they would see that their
interests were as much at stake as those
of goldfields people. The Minister had
referred to an arrangement made between
both sides of the House. He (Mr,
Wallace) sat very close to Ministers, and
not one word of the arrangement was
conveyed to him.

Mr. Higaam : The hon. member was
speaking at the time.

Mr. WALLACE : The arrangement
must have been made very shortly before
the House was coanted out, and the only
supporter the Minister had amongst his
colleagues was the Minister for Landa.
On looking round, the Minister for Mines
ascertained that neither of the other
three Ministers nor the whip was to be
found within the precincts of the House.
When the member for Mt. Margaret
called attention to the state of the House
he did not do it out of spleen, but simply
with the desire, shared by others, that
members should give less of their time
to the Refreshinent Room and more to
the House when such a measure as a
Mining Bill was goiny through. We had
often heard of thethinness of the House
when important matters were being
dealt with. During the whole six
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years he had sat in the House, he '
never before witnessed such a shameful . delinquents mentioned.

state of affairs
curred the other night. When the House
was counted out, he found he had been
gpeaking to nine members, two of whom
were Ministers. It was the bounden duty
of the Premier to insure that his whip
should see that there was a quorum, if
the Premier desired to go home before
the business wus finished. Agricultural
members on every occasion bad shown
very little respect and given little time to
considering wining matters, unless some
question arose in which they believed the
mining constituencies were going to get
an advantuge over the agricultural con-
stituencies. The Minister for Mines had
alluded to the impression which would be
created abroad by the fact that such an
imporiant measure as this had been
counted out; and he (Mr. Wallace) felt
that those persons who had the interest
of the State at heart had much to regret
and be ashamed of in seeking the com-
forts of their homes in preference to
attending to their duties in this House.
It was time some protest was entered
against the attendance in the House.
Last night, when the Premier wanted
what was called his ‘ brutal majority,”
members were raked up for the occasion
—even the member for Cockburn Sound
(Mr. McDonald); yet the preceding sit-
ting lapsed for want of a quorum. During
the last two sessions Fremantle members
had been conspicuous by their absence;
and some provision should be made for
dealing with such members in the
Redistribution Bill, the Constitution Bill,
or the Electoral Bill. He hoped this
Mining Bill would be reinstated. Again
he appealed to agricultural members to
watch their own if they would not watch
goldfields interests; for the Bill would
affect property - owners who might be
called on to sacrifice some of their land
for the development of the State’s mineral
Tesources.

Mz. PIGOTT: With the remarks of
the Minister for Mines, who talked of
some breach of agreement, he disagreed,
and stated emphatically thal no agree-
meut was made, so far as he knew,
between Government and Opposition.
Neither he nor the Opposition whip was
consulted. The Minister took good care
not to state between whom the agree-

as that which oc- -

after Count-out.

ment was made. They were not the
Tae Minister For Mises: That
there was an agreement he bad under-
stood, else he would not have said so.
Mgz. PIGOTT: An agreement between
the Opposition and the Government P
Tar Minister For Mings: Yes.
Mz. PIGOTT: There was no such

agreement.

Mg, Waruace: What about the hon.
member's  left - hand supporter (Mr.
Butcher) ?

Mzr. PIGOTT: The official members
of the party were not spoken to. It was
not the duty of the Opposition to keep a
quorum.

Mr. Warrnace: Last
Speaker ruled otherwise.

Mg. JacoBr: No.

Mg. PIGOTT: A Mining Bill might
be discussed by a full House or by a small
House. He refused to be dictated to by
the member for Mt. Magnet or any
other member as to when he should
attend and when he should absent him.
self. The hon. member had incorrectly
insinuated that agricultural members did
not pay attention to the Mining Bill.
At the time the House was counted out
there were at least six agricultural mem-
bers present; therefore the charge should
be withdrawn.

Mg. Warnace: They were present after
the bells had rung for a quorum.

Mzr. PIGOTT: They were in the
House when it was counted ont; but the
mining weembers were not present, else
the debate could have continued. The
blame, if any, rested with the Govern-
ment, and on mining members. He pro-
tested against the Minister’s speech. Let
him say with whom the arrangement was
made.

Tar PREMIER said he was the person
responsible, as leader of the Government;
and he accepted the responsibility. The
occurrence had taught him a useful
lesson. Last night the Government were
anxious to get on with the second reading
of the Bill; and he personally interviewed
nearly every member in Oppoesition, and
asked if they were prepared fo continue
the debate that night. The general desire
was to adjourn the debate directly after
the conclusion of the speech of the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Wallace). On
that assumption members living in the

session the
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suburbs and Fremantle left. It was said
all should bave been here; but those
members were not unreasonable in asking
for some such concession wunder such
circumstances. He (the Premier) had
enough to do during the day, and
liked to leave the House between 11'15
and 11-30, and would do so¢ when he
had a chance. If the Government had
in this matter used their majority to
ingist on the second reading much against
the wishes of prominent Opposition mem-
bers, then this difficulty would not have
been experienced; but the whole trouble
arose because the Government were
anxious to weet those members who
wished to speak on the second reading
but were not prepared to go on. He
had interviewed every Opposition member
whom he thought likely to speak; and
they unanimously favoured an adjourn-
ment., Those were the members for
Dundas (Mr. Thomas), for Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taylor), and for West
Perth (Mr. Moran).

Mzr. Preorr: They were not asked
to form a guorum.

Tue PREMIER: Certainly not; but
when in such a case, for the purpose of
meeting the convenience of both sides, it
was tacitly agreed not to press forward
the second reading, a count-out could not
be expected nor could the Government be
blumed if it took place. The member
for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor), had
he thought & quorum was not procurable,
would not have called attention to its
absence. This was a useful lesson;
because if in future the Government
desired to pass a motion for second
reading, we should insist on its being
proceeded with,

Mz. CONNOR: It was pleasant to
note the distinction drawn between the
Opposition and the Government side,
when the Premier said that he had at his
hand a following which wonld vote for
him when necessary.

Me. YELVERTON protested as an
agricultural member against the remargs
of the member for Mount Magnet (Mr.
Wallace). When attention was drawn to
the absence of a quorum, six agricultural
members were in the Chamber. The
hon. member’s statement as to agricul-
tural wnembers was unfair; and agricul-
turists might fairly claim that there were
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seven present, including the Minister for
Lands.

M. HIGHAM: While the Minister for
Mines was not quite correct in suggesting
that the Opposition had arranged to assist
in maintaining a quorum, there was a
clearly understood arrangement between
him (Mr. Higham) and the Opposition
whip (Mr. Jacoby) that the debate was
to close ag soon as the member for Mount
Magnet's speech concluded, and that the
metropolitan und  goldfields members
might fairly leave by the 1045 train.
This was arrived at one or two minutes
after balf-past 10. ‘The Fremautle and
gsuburban members, 11 in number, rather
more than he anticipated, left the House
and went to the train, nine leaving for
the Fremantle train and two for Guild-
ford train, including the Premier and the
leader of the Opposition. Although there
was no understanding that the Opposi-
tion would help to maintain a quorum, it
was fairly well understood that no effort
would be made to count out the House.

Mgz, YeLvERrTON : No effort was made
by the direet Opposition.

TrE MIniaTeER FOR LaANDS:
unforeseen contingency.

Mr. HIGHAM: Independent of the
11 members who went away, there were
sufficient members in the precinets of the
Chamber and nearly enough in the House
to maintain a quorum when he (Mr.
Higham) left the House at 25 minutes
to 11. On looking at the official minutes,
he found that at 10 minutes 1o 11 (a few
minutes after he left} the attendance
dwindled down.

Mr. JacoBy: The hon. member took
the members with him.

Me. HIGHAM : No. There were at
the time fully 30 members, either in the
Chamber or within the precincts, at the
time he went away. Personally he felt
considerable regret at the oceurrence, and
it would not be his faunlt if it occurred
again. He wanted to protest against the
reference to the Fremantle members by
the member for Mt. Magnet. He had
no necessity to excuse himself for attend-
ance in the House, for he held the record
against any member during the seven
years he had been a member of the
House. BSpeaking for the Fremantle
members generally, their average was
quite as good as that of any other body
of members. 1If there were any means of

It was an
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finding out, he would take their average

of hours of attendance in the House.

Mg. Mogran: No one was more regular
in attendance than himsel.

Mr. HIGHAM adwmitted that no
member would exceed the member for
West Perth in occupying the floor of the
House and in talking. He repgretted
what had occurred, and did not think
any slight was intended to the member
for Mt. Magnet or any discourtesy to the
Minister for Mines.

Mzr. STONE: It was unfair to accuse
the agricultural members as the member
for Mt. Magnet had done, as there was a
fair proportion of members present when
the count-out occurred, 6 agricultural
members out of 11. The member for
Mt. Magnet stated that agrienltoral mem-
bers took no interest in mining matiers.
Since he had heen a member of the
House he had troubled the Minister for
Mines a great deal about mining matters,
particularly about a Mining on Private
Property Bill. TFor three years he had
asked the Minister to bring in such a
mensnre.

Mz, JACOBY: The whip of the
Opposition could not be responsible for
any mewmbers outside the Opposition
party. In making the wild accusation

the member for Fremantle and the
Minister for Mines might have stated
that we had tried to keep a House for
the Government. It was an unfortunate
occurrence, especially in view of the fact
that the Mining Development Bill was
counted out last session. The Govern-
ment whip sheuld remember that when
the Minister for Mines had such complex
and dry subjects before the House, he
should endeavour to keep a quorum,
The Opposition were not to be held
liable for the aclion of the whole of the
members on the Opposition side. Any
undertaking made by himself with the
Ministerial whip could ouly apply to
those members sitting in direct opposi-
tion.

Mg, MORAN : It was marvellous how
time changed some members. When the
Minister for Mines was one of a small
party in the House he never missed an
opportunity of counting out the House
when Sir John Forrest was Premier, and
it did not matter how secretly this was
done. It was wilful and deliberate. One

after Count-out.

night when Mr. Piesse was left in charge,
Sir Jobn Forrest being ill, the Minister
for Mines engineered a count-out.

Mr. TAYLOR: As the principal
offender in this watter according to the
Minister for Mines, it was only fair he
should say a few words. The Minister
had accused him of bad taste, unfair and
unreasonable actions, which he denied.
He was sitting in his place when the
member for Mount Magnet was speaking
on the second reading of the Mining Bill.
‘When the Minister for Mines was moving
the second reading of this measure there
were never more than 20 members
present, and on one or two occasions that
nummber was reduced to 15 and 13. Tt
was a memorable speech for the Miniater
for Mines. If had been printed in
pamphlet forma and circulated widely,
which was well deserved. He admired
the wisdom of printing that speech in
pamphlet form and sending it round the
country to enable members who were
absent from the Chamber to read what
the Minister had to say on that great and
important question. The reason he drew
the Speaker’s attention to the state of
the House om the night in question was
that about 25 minutes past 10 there were

. about. 13 members present, and as time
against members on the Opposition side °

went on that number dwindled down to
nine. He thought then as a goldfields
member that with such a large and
important measure as that which con-
solidated the mining laws of the State, it
was a disgrace to the Chamber, to the
Bill, and to the mining industry to think
that only nine members were present to
hear the second-reading speeches. When
the leader of the Labour party spoke on
the Bill last week there were only 12
members present during the major
portion of the time. The charges levelled
against him (Mr. Taylor) by the Minister
were denied.  He called the attention of
the Speaker to the state of the House
with the object of entering his protest
against such a wmeasure being discussed
in so thin a House. He thought the
rest of the members were in the
Refreshment Room, but members might
just as well be in Kimberley or Gerald-
ton as in the Refreshment Room when a
debate was going on. He did not know
members had gone home, and he did not
call attention to the state of the House
with the object of counting out the Bill.
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He had no such intention. The Premier
did ask if he (Mr. Taylor) intended
speaking on the Bill, and his reply was
that he did not think so. There was no
animosity or ill-feeling on his part, but
he had consistently wmaintained that
there should be a quornm of members
present  when important matters were
being dealt with. He bad no hesitation
in saying that he would do the same
thing again on future occasions when
large and important measures were
before the House. He would not allow
such measures to be digenssed without a
quorum of members being present; and he
would not wait until the House dwindled
down to nine members, but when there
were one or two members less than a
querum he would call attention to the
fact. When a measure was before the
House which the Government desired to
carry, they whipped uwp members. We
had an exhibition of that last night
when the Government whipped up mem-
bers who were half dead, to come to the
House. That was the case with Fre-
mantle members generally. As far as
the member for Sussex was concerned,
he arrived just in time to say “ hear
hear’’ and go away again. The member
for Greenough talked about agrieultural
members being present. The member
for Greenough was the greatest offender
in regard to absence. Sometimes he did
not turn up for a week or a fortnight at
a stretch. Members had only to refer to
the minutes to find cut what he was
saying was correct. On the night in
question 15 members were present : five
were agriculturul members and the
Depuly Speaker made the sixth.

Me. JacoBy: All Opposition members.

Mr. TAYLOR: The member for
York was present and the member for
‘Wellington. The rest of the members
were mostly from the goldfields. There
were only nine members in the Chamber,
and 6 of the 15 were in the Refreshment
Room. These members might as well
have been in China as far as the business
of the Chamber was concerned. He did
not count out the House from any malice
or ill-feeling, but with a view of having
the Bill discussed in the presence of
members who said they did not know
anything about mining matters. These
members should be present when the
Bill was being discussed by mining men,
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g0 that they could cast an intelligent
vote when the Bill was in Committee.
Members rolled up from the Refreshment
Room to vote the Labour party down
when that party desired to carry some
reform.

Question passed, and the order made
accordingly.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

TRANS-AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY
ENABLING BILL.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopied.

Tue PREMIER moved: ¢ That the
Standing Orders be suspended for the
purpose of baving the Bill read a third
time.” He was anxious to have the Bill
passed at the earliest possible moment.

Motion passed, and Standing Orders
suspended.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from 3rd September.

Mr. HarrEr in the Chair ; the
MivisTeER FOR Miwes in charge of the
Bill.

Clanse 64—Boiler attendant’s certifi-
cate:

Me. JOHNSON moved that the clause
be struck out, with a view to inserting
the following as a new clause:—

Every person employed firing or having
charge of steam boilers, who is not in pos-
session of an engine-driver's certificate, shall
hold a beiler attendant’s certificate.

It was absolately necessary that boilers
should be in charge of competent men.
The boiler was the only part of the wma-
chinery subject to inspection, and to use
a boiler one required to have it certifi-
cated ; yet it was not provided that this
certificated portion of machinery should
be in the charge of a certificated work-
man, ot & man who bad demounstrated
that he was competent to look after it.
The Minister, in Clause 33, had agreed
to an amendment by the member for
Wellington (Mr. Teesdale Smith) pro-
viding that, where a reducing valve wasg
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used two boilers could be worked, and in
agreeing to the amendment the Minister
had pointed out that the reducing valve
wag all right provided it was in the hands
of a competent man, but was dangerous
in the bands of an incompetent man.
The difficalty would he obviated by saying
that the man in charge should pass an
examination and guarantee his com-
petency. By Clause 46 it was provided
that an employer or proprieter of a boiler
should be hiable under certain conditions;
but the clause went farther and said that,
in the event of the neglect being on the
purt of the employee, or in the event of
the employee being incompetent to carry
on the work, the latter should be liable.
If the employee was to be liable, it was
only fair he should be a competent man.
It was vnfair for the Minister to contend
that the employer should be allowed to
employ an incompetent man, and, if any-
thing went wrong, be able to put the
blame on the incompetent man and there-
by get out of his liability to & fine. The
amendment got over the difficulty. One
recognised the amendment would inflict
hardship both in mining and agricultural
disiricts, but, to get over this difficulty, it
was provided that where an engine-driver
was in charge of machinery, any man
could be employed on the boiler. For
instance, in the mining industry engine-
drivers often did their own firing, or had
labourers as assistants who did a little
firing. 1In those cases it was not neces-
sary for the boiler attendant to have a
boiler attendant’s certificate; hut where
the boiler attendant was in absolute
charge of a boiler, he should hold a
certificate. On big mining plants there
were large nests of boilers in absolute
charge of firemen ; yet the Minister would
not say that the men in charge of the most
important part of the machinery should
hold certificates. One readily recognised
that such men should hold certificates,
and the amendment would compel them
to do so. The engineer who was in
charge of these boilers seldom went to see
to them. The Committee should give
more consideration to this amendment
than had been given to others moved
from ibe Labour bench. These amend-
ments were not moved to get some
advantage to the workers on these par.
ticnlar pieces of machinery. The sole
object of these was that there should be
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competent men in the positions, and to
get these competent men it was contended
they should pass examinations.

Toe Omareman: The question would
be to strike out the clause. The hon.
member must move at a later stage to
add the new clause.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would, perhaps, be a great deal better if
certificated men were in charge of such
machinery. There would be some dis-
advantages, however, if it were made
compulsory for every person in charge
of a steam boiler to have a certificate of
competency. The matter need hardly be
discussed at any length, because it could
be seen how hard it would be in bringing
in & new Bill like this to insist thatevery
emplover should have a certificated man
in charge of a steam boiler. Tt was the
first time that provieion had been made
for certificates to be issued to boiler
attendants. [Mr. Bare: Only in this
State.] Provision was made so that the
department could issue certificates to
persons who satisfied the board that they
bad a certain amount of experience with
steam beoilers. A great many employers
would be only too pleased to employ
holders of these certificates in preference
to men who held no certificate.

Mr. Jouwson: With Clause 36 an
ewployer would not.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: That
clause could be dealt with afterwards. It
would be hardly proper to cary the
amendment. Out in the back country it
would be almost impossible to make it
compulsory to have certificated men in
charge of boilers, The whole working of
a mine might bhe stopped because a cer-
tificated man could not be obtained.

Mz.Ta¥ror: They were as gkilled there
as in’any other place.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
They might be egually as skilled, but
they might not have the possibility of
getting a certificate, and the whole work-
ing of the mine would have to be stopped
until a certificate was obtained.

Mz. Jomnson: The same argument
might be applied with regard to drivers.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
He bhad not the slightest intention of
causing it to be compulsory for a boiler
attendant to have a certificate, but there
should be a man in charge of the
machinery who had qualifications. 'There
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must be one nan who possessed a certi-
ficate. Let us see how the Bill would
work. He hoped the Committee would
reject the amendment, but still leave in
the Bill the clause by which certificates
could be granted.

Mzr. TEESDALE SMITH: The
amendment was unnecessary. Every
boiler had two safety valves on it, and all
the attendant had to do was to put a
little bit of firewood into the stoke-hole
and keep up the steam. There was no
necessity for the boiler attendant, as well

" as the engineer, to have a certificate. If
the boiler attendant were an engineer as
well, then of course he must have a
certificate.

M=. BATH : The benevolent intentions
of the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. John-
son) in moving this amendment should
have commended themselves to the mem-
ber for Wellington (Mr. Teesdale Smith}).
He knew of several accidenta to boilers
which had occurred on the Bastern Gold-
fields, and which had been due to thefact
that incompetent men were in charge. He
knew of one where several hundred pounds
worth of property was damaged on the
Ivanhoe mine,simply because the manager
in charge thought that cheapness was the
great thing to be considered, and he had
meompetent men. That manager soon
found, when that property was injured,
that it was much better to obtain com-
petent men. Only the other day a boiler
explosion occurred on the Horseshoe
mine, which if it had taken place in a
Cornish or Lancashire boiler would
probably have caused a considerable loss
of life. In New Zealand they had a
provision in the earlier Tnspection of
Machinery Act, and when they remodelled
the measure they made the provision
movre stringent. The Minister for Mines
knew well that in New Zealand it was
compulsory for boiler attendants to have
certificates, and the system worked well.
In one of the States of the United States
of America the system of compelling
boiler attendants to have certificates bad
been in existence for tem vears. They
first instituted the system of having a
written examination, but that did not
work well, and then they had an oral
examination, candidates being taken
where the machinery existed, and being
asked questions, the answers to which
proved whether they were competent or
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not, Massachusetts was the third greatest
State in the Union as far as industries
were concerned, and whilst during the
past four years there had been through-
out the United States two thousand ex-
plosions, there had not been one in that
State since they instituted the system of
boiler inspection.

Mr. MORGANS: It was true that
gince laws were made not only in the
United States but in England for the
better supervision of boilers, accidents
with boilers had diminished; but that
was not in consequence of giving boiler
attendants certificates : it was through a
system of inspection of boilers. In Eng-
land no attendants of boilers had certifi-
cates, but there was a very rigid system
of ingpection. That had been instituted
in Western Australin already. With
regard to the inspection of boilers in this
State, the boiler inspectors, who were
excellent men, were absolutely too rigid
in their system of inspection. They not
only gave to the boiler they inspected a
sufe pressure to work upon, but in nearly
every case they gave ten or twenty per
cent. lower than the boiler justified.

TrE Mivisrez vor Mives: They were
not doing that now.

Mz, MORGANS: That had been done,
and it had placed the industry at great
inconvenience. In Western Australia,
where there had been no certificates
granted to attendants of boilers, we had
bad no serious injury at all. It was idle
to say it was necessary to give a certifi-
cate to & man who attended a boiler. A
boiler aitendant had two important duties
to perform. Hehad to watch the position
of the water in the water-gauge glass, and
he had to put fuel on the fire; and it
would be just as reascnable to ask the
House to give a certificate to the man
who handed the firewood to the fireman,
as to ask the House to give a certificate
to the man who put the firewood on the
fire. In the event of a boiler explosion
occurring in a mine or factory, it might
cause disaster, but it would not only be
those near the boiler who would suffer,
for the owner would have to suffer very
considerably also, because he would be
held liable for the accident.

Taeg MinisTer For MinEs: We
relieved him of a certain amount of
liability.
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M=z. MORGANS: That was perfectly
true, but under the Workmen's Com-
pensation Act and the Fmployers' Lia-
bility Aet, it did not matter what clauses
we had in this Bill, the employer was
still liable, especially under the Work-
men’s Compensation Act. The principle
of granting certificates as proposed wasg
doubtless—although the member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr. Jobnson} denied it—the
same as thai which he (Mr. Morgans)
dwelt upon the other night—giving more
protection to the working man in the way
of higher wages.

Mz. Batn: The object was to benefit
the whole community.

Mr. MORGANS: If » man was not
allowed to attend a boiler unless he leld
a certificate, one must be prepared to pay
very much higher wages.

M=z. Barn: No.

Mr. MORGANS: It was bound to
come to that.

Mr. Bate: No,

Mr. MORGANS: Members on the
Labour bench were of course sincere in
their dendal, but he did not entertain the
same view as they did. 1f this amend-
ment were necessary, he would be one of
the first to agree to it, but it was not
fair to attempt to increase wages by an
Act of Parliament in this surreptitious
manner. If a man complied with the
requirements of Subclause (2.) he must
be competent.

Mr. JOHNSON: The last speaker
knew that compnulsory certificates did
* not increase wages. Engine-drivers were
certificated, but with the exception of
winding men they worked to-day for the
same wages as miners who were uncer-
tificated. Firemen were recognised by
the Arbitration Court as skilled workers;
yet the clause would allow unskilled men
to act. The labour being skilled and
attended with danger to others, those
performing it should be competent. The
amendment was in the inferests of the
entployer, and of no advantage to the
employees, who were already recognised
as skilled workmen, and received unearly
the same and in some cases the same
wages as second-class engine-drivers,
The member for Wellington (Mr. Tees-
dale Smith) believed that the amendment
would make it compulsery for a boiler
attendant to be certificated where an
engine-driver was in charge of engine
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and boiler. Not s0; but when the
boiler was absolutely countrolled by the
fireman, he should be certificated. Large
nests of bnilers on Hapnans Belt were
controlled by uncertificated firemen, many
of whom had charge of pumps also.
They should be certificated, but not men
firing under a driver's supervision, One
or two big mines had secured experienced
firemen at a slightly higher wage; but
such instances were rare. The Mioister
opposed the amendment, yet admitted
there were some good arguments in its
favour. The certificate, if made optional,
would be useless, for uncertificated men
could be employed.

Tre Minister For Miwes: The em-
ployer would socner have a ceriificated
mun,

Me. JOHNSON: Not always. In-
competent men had been taken from
condensers and put in charge of steam
boilers; and that the boilers on some
mines were nneafe was ecommon talk on
Hannans Belt.

Mr. MORGANS : Subclause (b.) made
it necessary that a boiler attendant should
give proof of experience.

Tag MinisTER FoR MINES:
not: compulsory.

Me. MORGANS: But if in doubt,
the inspector could ask the man for
proof.

Mr. Jorrsoxr: And the man, though
incompetent, could continue to work,

Me. MORGANS: True, the inspector
had not unlimited power; but what sane
man would employ an inexperienced
boiler attendant? That boilers in this
country were properly attended to was
proved by our freedom from accident
both on goldfields and coast.

Mgz, Jouxsoxn : Surely we should not
wait for an explosion.

Me. MORGANS : Our perfect system
of boiler inspection prevented explosions,
Oonly a8 the result of gross carelessness
could an explusion take place. The
amendment was unnecessary for the
safety of life and property.

Me. Jornson : Only the man in charge
need be certificated. '

Me. MORGANS: How define him
with three men on each shift attending
to eight boilers? Should one of each
shift be certificated ?

Mr. Jomneow: One could not look
after eight boilers.

That was
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Mr. MORGANS: That all should be
certificated was unnecessary. The amend-
ment was intended to secure a class of
firemen who would earn higher wages,
though those now engaged were perfectly
satistied.

MR. Jomnsor : And they received the
sume wages as second-class engine-drivers.

Mg. MORGANS: Perhaps so; but
were it not for the certificates, many of
those drivers could not earn such wages ;
and this proved that the tendency of
certificates was to compel the payment of
higber wages.

Mr. BATH: The wmember for Kal-
goorlie was speaking from experience
when he said the granting of certificates
in the past had not increased wages.
The member for Coolgardie stated that
there was sufficient guaraniee and pro-
tection by the fact of having a severe
boiler inspection.  To-worrow if an
inspector tested one of the boilers at one
of the mines of which the hon. member
had control and had certified to the
soundness of the boiler, he (Mr. Bath)
undertook to go the next day and blow
that boiler up 1 ten minutes. He could
not help it because he kmew nothing
about it. An incompetent man would
have no difficulty in blowing up that
boiler and causing an explosion. In the
Ivanhoe mine Italians were employed
becaunse they were obtained cheaper, and
for a while they worked all right until
some mischief was done which involved
the necessity of taking out some boilers.
In the state of Masgsachussets, the
inspector there spoke of the clause as pre-
venting boiler inspection. The member
for Coolgardie looked at these matters
very much in a personal light, and if all
employers were like the member for
Coolgardie there would not be much need
for a Conciliation and Arbitration Act
and such measures; but the employers
were not all cast in the same mould, and
it was necessary to have protection
against unscrupulous employers to pro-
toct the men and the ewmployers also.
The member for Coolgardie persisted in
referring to the Bill as Labour legislation.
The derivation of that term was in
consequence of many of these measures
being taken up by the Labour party ; but
in the Labour programme there were
many measures which were called Labour
legislation, but which were in the interests
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of the whole community; for instance
woman’s franchise and one-man-one-vote.
Measures of this kind, for the inspection
of fuctories and machinery, passed in
the TUnited Kingdom, were ibitiated
often by men in the higher walks
of life, philanthropists, because there
were evil results from want of legis-
lation. These measureswere called Labour
legislation because the Xabour party
happened to be the reforming party in
advocating them, but they were not class
legislation. We were indebted to many
persons outsifle our party for many of the
best provigions. Even if the provigions
for granting certificates at the request of
boiler attendants was not carried on this
occasion, in the future when this Bill
came up for amendment the Committee
would be agreed that it would be an
advantage to take a step in advance, and
make the holding of certificates by men
in charge of boilers a necessity.

Me. YELVERTON : It was unneces-
sary to coarry the amendment as pro-
posed. The rigid inspection which was
carried out was sufficient prevention
against accident. In the first place boilers
were provided with two safety valves, one
of which was locked up so that the
attendant could not interfere with it
EBach boiler was provided with two water-
gauge cocks and glasses, and even if one
went wrong the other would show the
quantity of water in the boiler. Supposing
the attendant was so neglectful as to
allow the boiler to run short of water, the
fire-box was fitted with a safety plug, and
if the water go} so low as to affect the
plug, it melted and put out the fire. Tt
was impossible, under the conditions in
this country, to have any danger, even if
an attendant were neglectful.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: This
clause had nothing to do with the ques-
tion of wages. The Committee had to
consider whether it was necessary for a
boiler attendant to have a certificate, and
if so how it would affect the indusiries of
the State  The member for Sussex had
pointed out the special provisions of
the Boilers Act and the ingenious
devices to render an accident with a boiler
impossible except through great care-
lessness. A mao in charge of machinery
must have a certificate. The depart-
ment should have full power to issue
certificates to boiler attendants, so that
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employers who wished to employ a
man holding a certificate would be able
to do so, and the employer would then
know that he had a man possessed of
some knowledge. Farther than that he
(the Minister) was not prepared to go.
It had not been proved necessary that
certificates should be issued ; at the same
time if all men had to hold certificates it
would affect the industries of the State to
a certain extent. Boiler certificates could
be issued now, and in a few years there
world be many men holding certificates.
If it were then shown that it was
necessary to make the provision com-
pulsory, Parliament could consider that
phase of the question. We held a good
record here, although there was a slight
accident a short time ago. A nest of
some ten boilers was in charge of three
attendants ; each man looked after three
boilers and the additional boiler was
looked after by them all. In that case
the head of one boiler blew out. This
was the only accident that had occurred
within ten years. With all the safeguards
we had under the Act, with the different
safety valves and the fusible plug, it
would be a most extraordinary thing if
accidents did occur. He did not think
it was necessary to have the amendment.

Me. TAYLOR : The member for Kal-
goorlie was to be congratulated in bring-
ing forward the amendment, and the
member for Wellington had been con-
vinced that it was in the interests of the
employer. The member for Kalgoorlie
had failed to convince three employers,
the member for Coolgardie, the member
for Sussex, and the Minister for Mines.
And the Minister’s argument was that
the amendment would affect the employer
if 1t was insisted on, while those members
who had spoken in favour of the amend-
ment said it would affect materially the
safety of human life. Not only would it
affect those attending boilers, but those
living some distance away. -The Minister
had stated that not many explosions had
taken place in this country, but boilers had
been blown up in this State and had
never come down again: he believed they
were still going. The mewmber for Cool-
gardie was not fair when he accused the
member for Kalgoorlie of moving the
amendment to surreptitiously raise wages.
That was not the case. Those who were
advocating the smendment were men

[ASSEMBLY.)

Bill, in Commitiee.

representing labour while those opposing
it were representatives of capital, It was
purely a question of whether this amend-
ment was to be carried in the interests of
the employees or not. The arguments
advanced by the employers he had
thought wouid be that the employers,
having a certain amount of capital
invested in these boilers, would not place
men in charge who would blow them up
or destroy them. But the argument
advanced was that there were so many
safety appliances that the employers did
not desire a standard of competency.
They felt sure that was the only way
danger would occur, but they would not
get men up to the standard, and conse.
quently accidents would occur. The
members for Kalgoorlie and Hannans
lived in the largest mining centre, close to
where perhaps fifteen boilers were built
in one nest, and they realised the neces-
sity for the amendment. Men in out-
lying districts spoke of the danger of
putting on men haphazardly to take
charge of three or four or five boilers.
Employers should consider those people
living close to boilers attended to by
incompetent men. It could mot be said
that all uncertificated men would be in-
competent, but boiler attendants should
have a certificate of competency showing
their bora fides. The arguments brought
forward should convince the Minister
that his clause was practically useless.
Members not directly concerned as em-
ployers should deal with the question in
a broad way, and take into consideration
the lives of those living near the boilers.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The object of
the Bill was to maintain competent men
in certain important works, und the object
of the amendment was that somewhere
about dangerous machinery there should
be at least one man known to be compe-
tent.

Ter Mintster wor Mrxes: There

. must be such a one where an engine-

driver was employed.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: No man sbould
be left in entire charge of boilers who
was incompetent to look after them. If
there was someone to look after the
attendant, no objection could be taken to
an uncerlificated wan firing the Dboiler,
but no uncertificated man, who might be
incompetent, should take charge of the
beiler.
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Tee Minisrer For Mines: Boilers
were supposed to be in charge of the
engine-driver,

Meg. ILLINGWORTH : The Minister
could go to Day Dawn and see the row
of boilers there. The engine-driver was
a long way from them. Though owuers
of boilers might protect their properiy
by employing competent men, the amend-
ment should be carried.

M=z. THOMAS : The Committee should
not agree to the amendment, but the
clause might well be struck out. The
members of the Labour party probably
spoke in the interests of the owner of a
boiler; but the owner should be in a
better position to look after his boiler
than those hon. members. A company
owning valuable boilers would hardly
have the sole object of seeing how soon
they could blow thew up. If there was
a big nest of boilers the owner would
take good care that he had a thoroughly
competent man at or near the boilers to
see they were properly used.

Mge. InuiveworTs : Then the amend-
ment could not hurt him.

Me. THOMAS: The certificated
engine-driver in charge of machinery was
at the same time in charge of the boilers.
On a big mine there were the manager,
several bosses wunder him, the chief
engineer and sub-engineers, who would
be all the time working at boilers, and
under them would be the firemeu to look
after the boilers. Another class of skilled
workmen should not be created for work
in which skilled workmen were not neces-
sary.

Mr. Jornson : The Arbitration Court
was against the hon. member on that
point, and they were the best judges.

Mr. Jacosy: The Labour party did
not always think so.

Mz. THOMAS : Surely engine-drivers
would obtain competent firernen.

Mg. InniwewortE: If a man was
competent he could get his certificate.

Me. THOMAS : Firemen shouid not be
hedged round with restrictions to create
another class of skilled labour. Owners
were not desirous of sacrificing human
life, and would not deliberately blow up
boilers for the pleasure of spending
thousands of pounds to replace them.
They would take good care to see their
property safe.
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Mer. HOLMAN : Almost the whole of
an engine-driver’s time, in the case of a
mine where only one boiler was used, was
taken up in hauling men up a shaft or
letting them down, and the boiler was
left in sole charge of an attendant.
There was a considerable "amount of
danger from boilers. With regard to
the safety-valve, there was a considerable
amount of danger, because the boiler
attendant who did not understand his
work might hang his scraper on the
safety valve.

Mr. YerLverroxn: The hon. member
did not know much about boilers.

Mr. HOLMAN : The safety valve was
often kept down in order to get up
another 201ba. of steam,

Mz. YELvERTON: Safety valves were
always locked. .

Me. HOLMAN: The Minister need
not feur for the attendants if it were
made compulsory to hold certificates.
It could be arranged that certificates of
competency could be issued, as was the
case with engine-drivers’ certificates when
they were first made compulsory, by
granting them to men who could show
that they were possessed of certain
experience in attending boilers. The
amendment should be carried.

At 6-30, the CHATRMAN left the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Mr. THOMAS said he did not think
the member speaking before the adjouro-
ment could have read the Bill. We had
devoted a fair amount of time to the
consideration of the Bill in Committee,
and he was surprised at the ignorance
displayed by one hon. member in his
comments ou Clause 64. He had said
that a man could tamper with a boiler,
whereas he knew full well that under this
Bill & man could do nothing of the sort.
That hon. member had been trying to
make the Committee think that unless
we adopted the amendment of the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson), we
were placing the lives of attendants of
boilers or any other persons in the vicinity
of the boilers in jeopardy, beeause a man
could, unless a quabfied man, by a slight
mistake cause the blowing up of a boiler.
Under the provisions of this Bill that
was practically an impossibility. Nothing
was an absolute impossibility. An acci-
dent might ocenr whatever precautions
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were adopted ; but under this Bill there
must be two gauge glasses, and every-
thing practically was in duplicate. All
the boiler fittings were in duplicate, and
there were two safety valves upon the
boiler. He agreed that one safety valve
could be altered if a man so desired, but
there was another safety valve, which
was cased in and locked, and which the
man could not touch or tamper with at
all; that was subject to the blowing-off
pressure by the Government Inspector of
Boilers. As far as the safety of the
boiler ordinarily was concerned, a man
could go away for a drive in the bush
and let his boiler be practically under
full steam, and nothing would be hurt,
if the inspector had dome his duty in
fixing that safety valve down in a proper
way.

]{Jn. Jomunsow : What about the redue-
ing valve provided for in Clause 467

Mgr. THOMAS said he would look at
that in 2 moment. He hoped the Com-
mittece would not agree to the amend-
ment, and he regretted that a wmining
member should come down and make
statements about scrapers being hung on
a safety valve.

Mgz. Jounson: Nothing was said by
him about scrapers on safety valves,

Mr. THOMAS: The member for North
Murchison referred to it.

Mzg. Jornsox intimated that the clause
referring to a reducing valve was Clause
33.

Question (to strike out words) put,
and a division taken with the following
result:—

Ayes ... .11
Noes ... .oo21
Majority against ... 10
AYES. NoEes.
My, Bath Mr. Burges
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Butcher
Mr. Hagkie Mr. Ewin,
Mr. Holmnit Mr, Foulkes
Mr. Mingworth Mr. G er
Mr. Jocoby Mr. Gordon
Mr. Johnson Mr. Gregory
Mr. Smith Mr. Hassell
Mr. Taylor Mr. Hicks
My, Thomas Mr. Holmes
Mr, Daglish { Teller). Mr. Hopkins
Mr. Isdell
Mr. James
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Pigoft
‘Mr, Eason
Mr. Stone
Mr, Wallace
Mr, Yelverton
Mz, Highamn (Teller).
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Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clause 65—-Disqualification of holder
of certificate

Me. BATH moved that the words “ or
who develops any symptom of epilepsy or
other serious complaint” be inserted
after “ misconduet,” in line 8, This pro-
vision was in the Queensland Act, and
needed no recommendation.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 66 — Acting without certifi-
cate:

Mz. BATH: An amendment in line 2,
of which he had given notice, he would
not move, seeing that the Minister had
promised to make provision for it in the
Mines Regulation Bill. He moved that
the words “Provided that a winding
engine-driver constantly employed haul-
ing with an engine of 40 nominal horse-
power capacity shall not be deemed to be
in charge or have control of any other
machinery ” be added to the clause.
One engine-driver, if he did his duty
properly, would have his time fully
occupied in looking after. the big plants
on some of the Kalgoorlie mines, and
should not be required to attend to other
machinery.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
Withdraw the amendment, and in the
Mines Regulation Bill the Government
would insert an amendment somewhat
similar, substitufing “in the opinion of
the inspector ” for ‘‘ constantly.”

M=r. BATH : The amendment could be
withdrawn on that understanding.

Amendment withdrawn and the clause
passed.

Clauses 67, 68-—agreed to.

Clause 69 — Notice of removal of
boiler :

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES
moved that the words “for a longer
period than one month"” be inserted
after the second word  district,” in line
3. This would lessen the restrictions on
agriculturists and others who, if the
machinery were not removed for a longer
period than & month, need not give notice.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 70—Power to enter and inspect
certificates :

Mx. BATH moved that the word
“appointed,” in line 1, be struck out,
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and “ authorised” inserted in lien.
“ Appointed ” evidently meant * regu-
larly employed”; but the amendment
would permit anyone authorised by the
Minister, even if not un officer under the
Acl, t0 examine certificates when neces-
sary. One man could not do all the work
of inspection ; and the fact of Ministerial
authority being requisite would be a safe-
guard against abuse of power.

Amendment paseed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 71—agreed to.

Clauses 72 to 75—agreed to.

Clause 76—Application of part of
penalty to person injured :

Me. YELVERTON : As the Workers’
Compensation Act, the Employers’ Lia-
bility Act, the Mines Regulation Act,
and the common law fully safeguarded
the workman, the clause was unneces-
sary. This had evidently escaped the
notice of the Minister ; and if the clause
were not withdrawn, he (Mr. Yelverton)
would move that it be struck out.

Tae PREMIER : The clause provided
that a magistrate might give the injured
person part of the penalty imposed for a
breach of the Act,

Mr. Yevverron : But the person
would be compensated under the Acts
mentioned.

Tae PREMIER : If the magistrate
had not that power, the whole penalty
would go to the Treasury; and the
‘Workers' Compensation Act made express
provision for deducting the amount of
such allowance from damages awarded for
the injury.

Mr. Yerverron: Why should the
Crown lose any portion of the penalty ?

Tre PREMIER : The Ministry might
be left to protect the revenue.

Mr. THOMAS: Would such allow-
ance to the injured be deducted from
damages awarded under the Employers'
Liability Act?

Tar Premier: Under that Act and
at common law it would be for the jury
to consider the allowance made to the
plaintiff. But in no case would the clanse
merease the burden oun the employer; for
if the clause were struck out the penalties
would not be diminished.

Mz. THOMAS: But the clause might
give rise to speculatlve actions. The
Labour party as well as he deprecated
these, which had been too frequent.
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1f 5 man was injured through the fault
of an employer, the man should get
damages, which any fair-minded jury
would award ; but one objected to specu-
lative actions being brought. To insure
now under the Employers’ Liability Act,
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, and
at common law it cost 30s. per cent. on
all the wages paid by the employer.
That was an enormous burden, and in
other countries the rate of insurance was
infinitely less, while the rate of accidents
was about the same. The increased -
insurance rate in this country was brought
about by the touting system which was
adopted. The majority of auctions which
had been brought in the past bad been
genuine cases where damages should bave
been awarded, but many cases were
brought into court which had been pure
trying-on. He knew of a case in which
an employer had paid a man from the
date of his accident full wages, also
hospital expenses, doctor's fees, chemist’s
fees, and had subscribed liberally to send
the man to the Eastern States to obtain
medical advice. A solicitor’s agent met
the man on the boat wher coming back,
and the company had a writ issued against
them.

Me. Baru: These things were in.
separable from all law proceedings.

Me. THOMAS: There was ample pro-
tection under the Employers’ Tiability
Aect, the Workmen's Compensation Act,
and at common law. The clause might
tend fto bring about speculative actions.
It did not protect the worker any more;
he was already folly protected, and it
did not impose any farther burden on
the employer, therefore why have the
clause at all ?

Tag PrEmiBr : The fine awarded in a
case might avoid farther litigation.

M=z. THOMAS: As the members of
the Labour party had agreed to support
the amendment, he would do so too.

Mzr. PURKISS: This clause had
nothing to do with actions against
employera in respeet of which injuries

i had been caused, The various clauses

of the Bill which had been passed
imposed certain penalties in respect of
breaches of the provisions. When an
information was laid in respect of certain
breaches on the part of the owner and a
fine was imposed, Clause 6 provided that
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one moiety of the fine should go to the
injured person.

Mg. JOHNSON : The Labour party
desired to support the clause as it stood
in the interests of the emplovers. 1f the
clause was struck out and a fine inflicted,
the whole of the fine would go to the
Crown; but if the clanse was left and a
fine inflicted, half of that fine would go to
the Crown and the other half to the
person injured.

Amendment negatived, and the clause
passed.

Clauses 77, 78, 79—agreed to.

Clause 80—Regulations:

Tuar MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that there be added to Subclause 4
these words: “and the nature and
amount of the experience required by
the applicant.”

Amendment passed.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES far-
ther moved that in Subclause, 5, Line 2,
the word “or” be struck out. Subse-
quently he would move that the words
“or other” be inserted after “ dairy.”
Under ordinary circumstances a steam
putmp would come within the meaning of
the Bill, and it was not necessary that a
man who looked after a sfeam pump ora
gteain hammer iu a blacksmith’s shop
should require a eertificate.

Mr. BATH : The motive was to except
certain clagsses which it would be pre-
posterous to ask to be driven by a cer-
tificated person. However, there was a
big danger in allowing the Minister to
frame regulations to except anything
from the Act. It would be preferable to
include all specifically excepted classes in
a schedule. Too much was left to
Ministers to deal with by regulation in
important measures. These classes of
machinery should not be exempted unless
they were inserted in a schedule.

Tere MINISTER FOR MINES: It
waas impossible to include every class of
machinery. The hon. member would
understand how impossible it was to in-
clude every class of machinery driven by
steam as steam engines. On recommittal
the Committee could define distinctly the
word “steam engine” It might be
defined as an engine that of its
own motive power should work other
machinery. A definition would be sub-
mitted to the members of the Labour
party so as to try and meet them in
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avery way. It would not be well to let
people come forward with complaints that
an uncertificated man for instance was
driving a stenm hammer or a steam pump.
To meet all the different exigencies it was
necessary to have the power to make ex-
ceptions by regulations.

Mr. BATH: If the Minister desived
the insertion of the words in order to
exclude from the incidence of the Aot
certain classes of machinery, and yet was
going to place in the schedule a defini.
tion of ‘“steam engine,” there was no
necessity for the insertion of the words
in the clause. The Labour party would
be prepared as far as possible to insist
upon a definition that would confer no in-
justice on any class of the community,
and would prefer it to be done in such a
wuy rather than by the insertion of the
words,

Amendment (that the word “or” he
struck out) put and passed.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that the words “ or any other”” e inserted
after the word *dairy,” in the same line,

Amendment passed.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that the word “only,” in the same line,
be struck out.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

New Clause—Right of Appeal:

Mz, THOMAS moved that the fol-
lowing be added as a clause:—

In any case where the owner shall have
reason to be dissatisfied with the orders or
ruling of the local inapector, he shall have the
right of appeal to the Chief Inspector and the
State Mining Engineer.

It was necessary that the right of appeal
should be given. All sections of the
community had the right of appeal to the
Minister at the present time, and both
sides would agree that, in the present
Minister, they bhad one who held the
scales of justice equal between the two,
not currying favour with one side or the
other, but steering a widdle course.
There might be complaints against some
persen who would be prejudiced. There
should be a right of appeal from the local
inspector to the Chief Inspector.

Tug MINISTER FOR MINES:
There was no occasion for the clause.
If any complaints were made, inquiries
would be made by the department, and,
if they proved to be correct, the inspector
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. would be very soon got rid of. Com-
plaints were now immediately inquired
mto. A boiler inspector on the goldfields
might state that certain repairs were
needed on & mining plant: the owners
wonld say that they had the rvight of
appeal, and would keep on working a
probably dangerous boiler until the appeal
was heard: that appeal might not be
heard for some time, because it might
happen that the Chief Inspector was
attending to some other matter in a
distant part of the goldfields. The publie
were satisfied with the administration of
the boilers department in the past,
Complaints had always been investigated
80 800n ag possible ; go the clanse was not
necessary.

Me. THOMAS: There was the right
of appeal in the Factories Bill.

Tae PrEmiEr: That had been put in
by the House last session.

Mr. THOMAS: If it had been put in
by the House, why was it unuecessary in
this Bill? He had never heard any
complaint against an inspector or against
the administration of the department.
The Minister in his regulations could
provide for the local inspector’s instrue-
tions being obeyed pending the hearin
of an appeal; but there should be the
right of appeal to the Chief Inspector,
because a local inspector might put a
manager to considerable trouble.

Mr. TAYLOR: An appeal might not
be heard for several months, and the
Chief Inspector would have =0 many
appeals to deal with that he could not
attend to them. The member for
Dundas was guarding the interests of the
struggling syndicate which avoided on
every occasion the instructions of the
inspector. Repeatedly the imspector of
machinery and the inspector of wmines
issued instructions for improvements for
the safety of men working on mines or
about machinery; but if the amendment
were carried, managers would contrive to
postpone the carrying out of instructions.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
Under Clause 32 the inspector was em-
powered to condemn plant, and it would
be unwise to give the right of appeal
which would allow the plant to be
wotked. It would be within the pro-
vinee of the owner of the plant, immedi-
ately on its condemnation, to send in a
complaint to the head of the department,
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and inquiries would be instituted at
once and a thorough examination made.
The fact of putting these words in the
Bill would really have noeffect. There
was always the right to appeal to the
department. The clause would oaly to
some extent injure the Bill, and he hoped
the hon, member would not press it.

Motion put and negatived.

First Scheduls:

Tee Mivister FoR DMines having
referred to clerical errors, these were cor-
rected.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that the schedule be amended by ndding
“ Sections 16, 17, and 21" (repeal
t.l;}ereof) to the sectione of 63 Viet., No.
49,

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister had
told us during the many discussions on
this Bill that it was bhis intention to
provide for a. number of matters brought
under hig notice,and that this would be
done in a new Mines Regulation Bill. If
the Minister was going to reinsert the
clauses or the amendments he desired in
the new mines regulations, why was he
repealing those which already existed?
He (Mr, Johnson) did not know exactly
what the clauses referred to, but some of
the sections which the Minister was
repealing provided for certain restrictions
as to how engine-drivers, etc., would be
employed: It would be infinitely better
to leave them in the present regulutions
until the new Bill was passed.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member had been given to under-
stand by bhim that the Government would,
before the Bill got through another
House, have amendments of the Mines
Regulation Act brought down, so that he
would understand what was being done.
The Bill we were now dealing with dealt
with the question of granting certificates.
In the Mines Regulation Act there were
certain sections which dealt with exactly
the same thing. He wanted the grant-
ing of the whole of these certificates to be
under ore wmeasure, that being the
Machinery Bill. When we came to the
Mines Regulation Act we should have to
put in the class of certificate that persons
would have to obtain to do certain kinds
of work. The Mines Regulation Act said
that a person working on a winding
engine must have a fivst-class certificate,
and we had to take very special care in



1096  Inepection of Machinery

regard to any person working on a wind-
ing machine. The Government wanted
to strike out of the Mines Regulation Act
the provision regarding the granting of
certificates to engine-drivers, and to have
the granting of certificates under oune
administration, and then when we were
dealing with the Mines Regulation Bill
we could make provision for the class of
certificate which would be issued.

Amendment passed, and the schedule
as amended agreed to.

Second Schedule :

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: A
promise had been made by him fo have
a schedule prepared so as to make more
precise the machinery that should come
under the provisions of this Bill. He
moved that the schedule be struck out,
and the following inserted in lien :—

Machinery subject to Act.—— All machinery
worked by steam, water, electricity, gas, oil,
compressed air, or any other manner (other
than machinery driven by hand, treadle, wind,
or animal power). and used in printing. flour-
milling, sawmilling, quartz-crushing, rock-
erushing, batteries, weight - raising, chaff-
cutting, foundries, and breweries.

This schedule would be found to contain
most of the different classes of machinery
- required.

Amendment passed, and the schedule
as amended agreed to.

Schedules 3 to 6—agreed to. .

Seventh Schedule: )

Mr. BURGES, referring to the line
“for every single boiler over 15-horse
power and up to any power, £3,” moved
asan amendment that the figure “3” he
struck out and “ 2" inserted in lien.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was to be hoped the Commiitee would
refuse to make this reduction. At present
the Government were losing a good deal in
this work. He had promised a concession.
Whera there were several boilers together
we might charge £3 for the first boiler
and for each of the other boilers only
£1 Bs. instead of £1 10s. If the Com-
mittee liked to provide for the cost of
admipistration, he would not wmind
making a lurger reduction ; but the depart-
ment could not afford to do it, and
thought the fees for inspection should
pay for the cost of administration. He
intended to have a farther amendment
with regard to fees to be charged for
inspaction of machinery. Where any of
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this machinery was a part of machinery
connected with boilers, we charged a fee
for the inspection of boilers, and there
was no additional fee for the inspection
of the machivery. This fee for the
inspection of machinery would only be
charged where it was worked by elec-
tricity or some molive power other than
steam, and if a fee was received for the
inspection of boilers there would be no
extra fee for the machinery.

Mr. PURKISS failed to see the
principle upon which fees were exacted at
all. An inspection by the Government
wasg thrust upon the owners of machinery
and boilers.

Me. Burges: People did not mind
paying a moderate swin.

Mg. PURKISS, speaking generally,
said the Government insisted upon an
inspection, upon deing something against
the wish and will of the owners; they
said “ We will invade your premises and
inspect your machinery,” and they then
actually asked the owners to pay £1, £2,
or £3 for such inspection. .

Mr. THOMAS was glad this question
had been raised. As to a number of the
fees, he agreed with them; he did not
think anyone objected to pay a fee, and
if it was not enough, the Government
should charge more; but people had a
right o complain that the fee carried
nothing with it. An owner got a
certificate from the inspactor to say
that a boiler could be worked up to
60, 70, 81, 90, or whatever pounds
to the squoare inch it might be. A
fee of £20 might be charged for
several days’ inspection of boilers, and
for an official certificate.  Five minutes
afterwards a boiler might explede, and
the employer would be hable for personal
injuries inflicted, though he might Ybe
carrying out the instructions of the
Grovernwment, and aetvally working the
boiler at a lower pressure than was
authorised.

Me. Baru: Wounld he not have an
action against the Crown ?

Me. THOMAS: That point might be
tested. Certainly the Government should
pay a shave of the damages in such case.
The Minister said liquor-sellers were
inspected against their will. True; but
no charge was made.  Tf inspection of
boilers was designed to sufeguard life and
limb, make no charge; but if intended to
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show owners at what pressure boilers

ghould be worked, the Crown should take -

gome responsibility in case of accident.

Amendment put and negatived.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that in line 11 the figures “10s.” be
struck out, and ** 5s.” inserted in lieu.

Awendwent passed.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES moved

that the words * as prescribed, but not to

exceed,” be inserted after * machinery,” .

in line 21.
be made for certain machivery, and less
could be charged where the work of
inspection was lighter.

Amendment passed, and the schedule
as amended agreed to.

Eighth Schedule—Forms of certificate :

Mr. THOMAS: Could not something
be done to insure owners against acci-
dent, on payment of increased fees? In
England there were hoiler - insurance
companies, whose premiums were nominal.

Mr. InviveworTH : Naturally if, as
alleged, the hoilers never blew up.

Mr. THOMAS: Of a boiler explosion
in this country he had no recollection.

_The inspector regularly examined the
boiler; he could report on its’condition,
and the Governmentcould, for an increased
fee, issue an insurance poliey.

Mr. PURKISS: A step might be
taken in that direction by striking out
“consider” in line 3, and inserting
“gertify.”” Any inspector worthy of the
pame should be able to give a con-
clusive certificate that the boiler was in
good repair and fit to be used.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The

. same word was found in the New Zealand
Act. Without legal advice he could not
adopt the suggestion, not knowing how
far 1t would wake the Crown responsible
for damage in case of accident. Clause
71 stated that notbing in the Bill or in
any certificate should relieve the owner
from liability to any action or any civil or
criminal proceeding, but that all rights
of owners and other persons should
remain unaffected.

Mz. PURKISS: The owner paid for

A charge of £1 could then .

a certificate, and required a certificate, '

not 4 mere opinion.

Mz. THOMAS: The form was headed
“ Certificate for Boiler,” and yet it read
T consider.” Thewwo other forms should
be similarly amended. What was the
form of certificate in the existing Aet?
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Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: It
was similar, and stated that the inspector
congidered the boiler to be in good order
and condition.

M=. Taomas: The Minister's expla-
nation was satisfactory.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

FACTORIES BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIEE.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES moved
that the House resolve inte Committee
of the whole to consider the Bill.

Me. PIGOTT moved, as an amend-
ment, that the Bill be referred to a select
committee. The reagon for asking that
the Bill be sent to a select committee was
that members might deal out, what
everybody wished to deal out, fair play
to every section of the community. A
report. had been laid on the table of
the House which contained many grave
churges against the manufacturers of the
State, and if it was desired to do justice
to these people, we should send the Bill
to a select committee to go into the truth
of that report in order that we might
give the manufactuvers of the State a
chance of repudiating the charges cou-
tained in the report if they could possibly
do so, and so that the manufacturers
might clear their characiers of the
stigma, cast on them unfairly. No names
had been mentioned, but the nianufac-
turers of the State as a whole had been
accused in the report of carrying on their
businesses in a very bad way by keeping
their premises in a most unhealthy state,
and generally carrying on their busi-
nesses in such a way as to cause the
necessity for legislation to make them
alter the present conditions.

M=z. HASSELL seconded the amend-
ment.

Tae PREMIER: In connection with
this subject the leader of the Opposition
suggested that it was desirable to have a
select committee to inguire into matters
which were referred to in a report by the
secretary of the Central Board of Health
placed on the table a few weeks ago, So
far as an inquiry would tend to adduce
evidence to show whether legislation of
this nature was necessary or not in this

_ State, perhaps it might serve » usefu) end.
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He had no doubt himself, absolutely none,
that legislation of this nature was
necessary, and he was confident that
whatever inguiry was held would abun-
dantly justify the action the Govern-
ment took in introducing the Bill last
session and again bringing it before the
House this session. He would be sorry
if the manufacturers of the State thought
there was contained in the report of the
Central Board of Health anything that
reflected op the manufacturers as a
whole. Those who believed we needed
factory legislation in the State, and those
who supported factory legislation in other
States and its extension from time to
time, urged that legislation not beecause
the great bulk of the manufacturers
needed it, but because of the few manu-
facturers who failed to observe those
reasonable und decent conditions which
the great majority did observe.

Mr. Warrace: There were not many
manafacturers outside those mentioned
in the report.

Tee PREMIER: We believed the
manufacturer who desired to give fair
treatment to his employees by providing
proper accommadation for them was an
individual who would support legislation
of this nature, because it tended to pro-
tect. him from the competition of unecrn.
pulous men who did not care under what
conditions the work was carried on by
the persons he emploved. The repert
which had been laid on the table dealt
with 70 manufacturers in Perth and Fre-
mantle. There was a far greater number
than that. If members looked at that
report they would find only a minority
of those referred to in the report were
condemned. The body of the report
picked out instances wherve there had
been very serious defects and failures
to observe conditions which he believed
ought to be observed in connection with
factories. He realised that the Bill was
opposed last session because the manu-
facturers, at all events some, thought thig
legislation not necessary. He believed
they still thought it, and he also realised
that before we could hope to get a Bill
through both Houses of Parliament it
might be necessary to have a select com-
mittee in this House, or in another
Chamber, to ascertain the facts connected
with the cage. That being so, he was
prepared to consent to the suggestion of
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the leader of the Opposition, and have a
select committee, so long as that com-
mittee dealt with the question indicated
by the speech of the hon. member. We
did not want a select committee to give
us a historical account of the factory
legislation in various parts of the world ;
we did not want to kmow what the pur.
view of the ordinary factory legislation
was ; but we wanted the select committee
to deal with the special facts of this State
and see if they could, by gathering
evidence from manufacturers, show us
whether it was necessary or not to adopt
this class of legislation, If the select
committee did that and Hhmited their
observations to these particular questions,
he believed they would do good work, but
members would agree with him when he
said we did not want to unduly lose time.
In this connection, if the matter was
brought on as quickly as possible, he
would like to know from the hon.
member whe, in case the motion
was adopted, would be chairman of
the committee, whether he agreed with
him (the Premier} that expedition
should be used. This was not a case
which called for a very long inquiry.
The necessary data could be obtained
very promptly if the members of the
select committee set about the work
vigorously, as they should under the cir-
cumstances. Ifa select committee were
appointed he should think they ought to
have their report—having regard to the
fact that the matter which they desired
particularly to deal with, the facts
mentioned in the report, only referred to
Perth and Fremantle—ready by, he should
say, next Tuesday week. If we got the
report next Tuesday week he thought the
time would be well spent, and he should
be plad to see the select committee
appointed. He hoped on that committee
both sides of the House would be repre-
sented, so that the evidence adduced
before the commitiee wounld be properly
examined and cross-examined and the
facts properly ascertained.

Mer. ¥. WALLACE said he bad no
intention to oppose sending the Factories
Bill to a select committee, but he wished
information on one point. Theevidence to
be taken by the select commities would
certainly go to disprove or substantiate
the report of the Uentral Board of Health.
In the event of the weight of evidence
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being aguinst the report of the Board of
Health, what action would the Govern-
ment take in regard to the Board of
Health ?

Tee PrEmMier: The select committee
would be able to call the inapectors of the
Board of Health and hear what they had
to say about it. Since the report had
been laid on the table, no doubt a number
of the matters had been remedied.

Mr. WALLACE: That was not ad-
mitted by him.

Tue Premier : Human nature being
human nature, it was more than likely
they would be remedied.

Mr. WALLACE: We had seen the
statement signed by the chazirman and
secretary of the Chamber of Manufac-
tures refuting almost in foto the state-
menis contained in the report, Either
we would have to make provision in the
Health Act to deal directly with the
factories or we should have to deal
directly with the Central Board of Health.
It seemed an injustice was being done
one side or the other, either the Board of
Health was dealing unjustly with the
manufacturers of the State, or the repre-
sentatives of the manufacturers in the
Press had misstated the facts. He would
be glad if the matter could be cleared
up by the select committee, and he hoped
the selection of the committee would be
left to members’ own sweet will, and
not that members would be dictated to
by any special desire of the mover of the
amendment or a member of the Govern-
ment.

Mgz. PURKISS : It seemed to him the
Board of Health, in view of the amend-
ment proposed by the leader of the
Opposition, must fail. Assuming the
report was true, then the board was self-
condemned, and must be got rid of with-
out a minute’s delay. If the select com-
mittee inquired into the report and found
it untrue, the Board of Health was
condemned again: they were ou the
horns of a dilemma. This was the most
damning indictment, against the Board of
Health he had read.

TrE PrEMIER: [t was the local boards

“of health.

Mr. PURKISS : Then they should be
got rid of. If we appointed boards of
health they should go into these matters
which existed under their very mnoses.
If the Central Board of Health and the
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local boards of health could uot attend to
these primary matters, then they shouid
be got rid of. He had never heard of a
more damnatory indictment in his life
than the report was. If the select com-
mittee propused to beappointed said that
the report was untrue, the boards were
guilty of manufacturing something that
did not exist.

Mr. HASTIE : The hon. member had
put forward important considerations.
If we appointed a select committee, the
duty of that body would be to inquire
into the matter, and after that the com-
mittee’s report could be discussed. The
gelect committee should be appointed at
once, and farther time saved.

Mr, DAGLISH: It would be a
pleasure to give the manufacturers and
factory owners of Perth an opportunity
of presenting evidence as to the condition
of their factories. He quite recognised
that it was only right when the two sides
were stated in a case like that before us,
we should afford each an impartial hear-
ing, and give our verdict in accordance
with the balanee of evidence. At the
sume time he would like to state there
was a great deal of importance in push-
ing on the inquiry at the utmost speed.
Last gession we bhad, in another place,
several measures rejected on the ground
that thev had heen sent up from this
House at too late a period of the session
to receive proper comsideration, and as
this session was hastening towards con.
clusion he hoped the guestion of factory
legislation would still be dealt with in
sufficient time to give another place no
excuse whatever on the ground of want
of time to consider the measure when it
reached them. He would support the
investigation by the select commitiee, but
be urged that no undue waste of time
should occur in the investigation by that
select committee.

Mz. PIGOTT thanked hon. members
for the way in which they had received
bis suggestion. It was not his intention
to allow the committee, if he could help it,
to dawdle in their work. It was his
intention to get the inquiry carried out
as fully and as quickly as possible. If
the report, which had been laid upon the
table was true, there would be mno
stﬁnger supporter of the Bill than him.
self.

Amendment put and passed.



1100 Bread Bill.

Ballot taken, and a commitiee ap-
pointed comprising Mr. H. Daglish, Mr.
J. J. Higham, Mr. W. D. Johnson, Mr.
F. Wallace, also Mr. 3. C. Pigottasmover;
with pewer to call for persons and papers,
and to sit on days on which the House
stands adjourned ; to report on the 29th
September.

BREAD BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Me. IrninaworTH in the Chair; the
Premier in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Interpretation :

Mr. HIGHAM moved that the words
“ under two pounds in weight” in line 7
be struck out. Scone, Coburg, and pipe
loaves were made nominally two pounds
in weight. There was no necessity for
the words.

Terx PREMIER: The hon. member
shonld have given notice of amendment.
The Minister in charge of the Bill should
uot be called upon to deal with such a
point without notice. The measure had
been discussed carefully last segsion, and
had only been slightly altered. The
member for the Williams, at whose
instance the Committee stage bad been
postponed, had pow gone through the
Bill and was quite satisfied with it.

Ameundment, negatived, and the clause
passed.

Clauses 4 to 24—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—ugreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-32 o’cloek,
until the next Tuesday.

[COUNCITL.]

Administration Bill,
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Tuesday, 22nd September, 1903.
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Trans - Austrnlinn  Railwny Enabling, frst
. . . e ree ... 1107

Penrlshell Fishery Act Amendment, in Com-
mittee, reported w1107
Electornl, second reading moved o 1110
Nozious Weeds, not to procaed ... .. 1114

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Corortan, Secrerary: Gold-
fields Water Supply Act, Addition to
By-law 7. Alterations to Classification
and Rate Book. First Progress Eeport
of Royal Commission on Forestry.

ADMINISTRATION (PROBATE) BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 13-—agreed to.

Clause 14—Interest of husbands and
wives in estates of the other of them:

Hon. F. M. S8TONE asgked that the
clause might be postponed in ovder that
members could see the amendment of
which he had given notice.

On motion by the CoroNisr SecrE-
TARY, clause postponed.

Clauses 15 to 49—agreed to.

Clause 50—Power of executor or ad-
ministrator as to debts :

On motion by Hon. F. M. Srone,
clanse postponed.

Clause 51—agreed to.

Clause 52-~Court may appoint district
agents :

On motion by Hon. F. M. Sroxg,
clause postponed.

Clause 53—Where estate below £500,
the Master or district agent may act:

On motion by Hon. F. M. Srong,
clause posiponed.

Clauses 54 to 62—agreed to.

Clause 63-—Fees of curator:

Hon. W, T. LOTON : It appeared to
him that this clause was somewhat im-
provident ; it meant a payment of six per
cent. on the whele of the estate being
realised. At the present time at all
events the full charge by a company



